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All Three Branches Influencing 
Permitting Policy
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Year 1 Executive Orders

Executive Action Accelerates
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Comparative Executive Order Totals

We’re only at the beginning of year 2
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The Policy Pendulum Swings
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Permitting as a Policy Lever
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Why This Matters
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Policy Shapes Process
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Infrastructure Sectors

Politics Tip Scales for Efficient Reviews
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Biden Era Permitting Policies

Expansion and Restoration of Environmental Review Standards
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Practical Effect of Biden Policies
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Trump 2.0 -> Deregulation & 
Streamlining

Doubling down on 1st Term Priorities
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Practical Effect of Trump Policies
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The Pendulum in Action
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Court Interpretations Cause Disruptions
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What’s the Role of Congress?
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Reform Underway Is Scattershot
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Permitting Reform is Fragmented
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Where Does This Leave Us?

20



2026 NAEP Annual Conference – May 13, 2026

How Do We Stop the Pendulum Swing?
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We Don’t Have to Normalize the Swings
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Thank You!
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