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Oregon Hospital for the Insane (OHI)

Opened by Dr. James C. Hawthorne and 
Dr. A. M. Loryea in 1862

Around 1,350 patients were treated 
during its 21 years of operation

Closed in 1883, with the remaining 
patients transferred to the Oregon State 

Hospital in Salem

The building was destroyed by 
fire in 1886
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The Lone Fir Cemetery

First burial was in 1846

Originally called the 
Mount Crawford Cemetery

Renamed Lone Fir Cemetery in 1866

Over 25,000 people are thought to be 
buried at Lone Fir Cemetery

Added to the National Register in 2007
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Research: What documents were available? 

▪ Patient list from OHI-Lone 
Fir burial contract 
(1867-1879)

▪ Cemetery sexton records 
(1881-1883)

▪ OHI index book 
(1863-1883)

▪ Patient commitment records

▪ Census records 
(1870, 1880)

▪ Visiting physicians’ reports 
(1868-1882)
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Problems with identifying where OHI patients were buried

▪ Cemetery maps do not identify any 
sections used for OHI patient burials

▪ No deed records showing OHI ownership 
of any plots

▪ Many 19th-century markers were made of 
wood and no longer survive

▪ Only 12 individuals identified as OHI 
patients have surviving 19th-century 
stone markers

▪ Lone Fir’s sextons only began keeping 
systematic records in 1881

▪ An 1887 Oregonian article (right) 
described the OHI burial section in a 
location not supported by other evidence
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Map of Entire Cemetery
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Block 10: OHI Surviving Patient Headstones
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Identifying OHI Patient Burials 
in Cemetery Ledger Book
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3 Patients Identified in the Ledger 
with Surviving Headstones
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Making Sense of the Burial System
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Extrapolating Grave Locations and 
Spacing from Existing Headstones
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Block 10: Known and Suspected 
OHI Patient Burials
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Block 10: Known and Suspected 
OHI Patient Burials
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Questions & Discussion


